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Upcoming dates:
Holy Thursday

APRIL 18 ,  7PM
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Letter from the editors
Welcome to our first newsletter! We heard 

from our parishioners that they would like 

to know more about what’s going on

 behind the scenes at Holy Trinity. This 

newsletter is a direct result of that feedback, 

and the Missional Coaching Workshop put 

on by the Diocese. This newsletter will be 

published quarterly and will include updates 

from our committees, interesting facts, 

upcoming dates and important information 

as well as some fun news and articles. If you 

have something you would like to submit please email it to 

Friedhelm at friedhelm1899@gmail.com. We will also be 

posting these newsletters on our website. Feel free to 

connect with either of us for ideas and feedback.

 Amanda  Jackman  & Friedhelm  Hoffmann

Good Friday

APRIL 19 ,  10AM

Easter Sunday

APRIL 21 ,  10 :30 AM

Holy Humour/ Hockey Shirt 
and visit to Prince George

APRIL 28

Elvis Concert * SOLD OUT

APRIL 27 ,  3PM

Dedication Service

MAY 5

Opening of 2019 Synod

MAY 26

Ham & Strawberry Supper

JUNE 26 ,  5 -7  PM

Did you know?
Do you know why the Baptismal Font has eight corners? The number eight 

is an important symbol in our faith. Eight or "8" has beginning and no end. 

Often referred to as the infinity symbol, it is the sign of endlessness and the 

beginning of something new. Baptism is a sign of new creation and an 

endless gift given to us with no conditions attached. Many baptismal fonts 

and church steeples around the world are built with eight corners to 

symbolize the eternalness of our baptism and faith.
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Be the Gardener
REV.  MATT MARTIN

Jesus used parables to illustrate spiritual lessons.  “A man had a 

fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit… 

and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit… and still I find none. Cut it 

down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” The man was ready to 

write-off the tree as being a waste of space.

 

 

In our world there are some who view certain people as write-offs.  It could be the homeless man 

standing on a corner or the single mom on welfare who seems to have one child after another. In 

my lifetime I have heard many references to people as being a drain.

 

In response the man in the parable, the gardener says, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 

around it and fertilize it.” The gardener, not willing to give up understands that every life is 

valuable; every life is worth trying to nurture.

 

In our lives God is the gardener - who views the tree as valuable and able to bear fruit. Perhaps at 

times you have felt worthless. It is during those times we must remember Jesus will not give up on 

us. And he asks us to never give up on ourselves - or others. We all have an opportunity to bear 

fruit. 

 

As children of God we are charged with tearing down walls - not putting them up. We are charged 

with nurturing lives - not cutting them down. We are the ones who through our words and actions 

can produce fruit that can change a life, maybe our own, and maybe even the world.
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The gardener,  
not willing to 

give up 
understands

that every life 
is valuable.
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Update from the Wardens
Perhaps you’ve seen notices for parish council meetings, and wondered what the parish council 

actually does. We’re a group of parishioners who are elected to the council each year by the 

congregation. The wardens and the treasurer look after the business needs of the parish, 

ensuring that all bills are paid and all requirements for running the church are met. Wardens rely 

heavily on the support of other council members, who bring a variety of expertise and 

experience to the table. Council as a whole meets monthly to review any issues that have arisen 

in the parish, to resolve any problems, and to plan new initiatives. We discuss ways to maintain 

and improve our property, support our Sunday School and ACW, and to increase our outreach in 

both locally and the wider community.  Our focus is always on the well-being of our 

congregation and our desire to live out our Christian faith to the benefit of those around us. We 

meet the second Thursday of every month (except July) at 7 pm in the parish hall.  Meetings are 

always open to anyone interested in attending.  If you’d like to see your parish council in action, 

feel free to join us! We’d love to have you as our guest.

We are busy planning our spring activities.

 

- April 27 - Diocesan ACW Annual Meeting and conference at St. 

Paul’s Cathedral in London. Details can be found on bulletin board.

- There will be a Deanery Spring ACW meeting at Trivitt Memorial 

Church in Exeter. Details will be announced.

- May 21 - We will be providing a noon luncheon for a group from 

Tillsonburg who will be touring the Lucan area.

- June 26 - Holy Trinity’s Annual Ham and Strawberry Supper 5 to7 

pm at the Community Centre in Lucan.

 

Please note we are collecting stamps again to support those with 

leprosy. If you have any you would like to donate please contact 

Phyllis.

 

There are a number of Dishes and plates and bowls in the church 

kitchen that are not of our inventory. Please take any that are yours. 

Remaining dishes will go to the yard sale with proceeds to the 

Chrons and Colitis Foundation.
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Anglican Church Women
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Sunday School Update
Our very active group has lots of fun in our beautiful Sunday School room learning about God 

and Jesus through bible stories, crafts and games. For the season of Lent, we are talking about 

showing kindness and the Random Acts of Kindness (no matter how small) that can bestow on 

others. During our gathering time at Sunday School each week, the children have a chance to 

write their Acts of Kindness from the week on our Wall of Kindness. Feel free to come down and 

write your own acts of kindness on our wall. We continue to encourage the children to bring 

collection each week to put in our little church. Any money that we collect, goes towards 

donations to various charities. In the past we have been able to donate to Camp Wendake, The 

Shoe Box Project, and Merrymount. A big thank everyone who has donated “treasures” to our 

craft cupboards.

Name: Ruth Petersen Member since: Fall 2017

 

Most memorable moment at Holy Trinity:

It’s hard to pick just one! The first time I visited Holy Trinity Matt sang 

Bridge Over Troubled Water, with what I was experiencing at the time in 

my life, that just did it for me. I was holding hands with Patty, tears 

streaming down our faces. I was touched so deeply.

 

What words come to mind when you think of Holy Trinity?

Love, Joy, Happiness, Peace

 

What about your faith inspires you?

My dad was a Presbyterian minister and that taught me to reach out and 

help people. As well for me, music and faith go hand-in-hand. Every Friday 

I go to the retirement home in Exeter and sing hymns. Songs can bring 

forward so many meanings and can bring people together.

 

What is something someone may not know about you?

I was a medical secretary for more than 17 years in an infectious disease 

clinic during the height of HIV/AIDS in the 1980s. Everyone was so scared. 

People who lived with the illness were shunned. People were afraid to 

touch them. It was very sad. I would go see the patients; often they just 

needed a friendly face or a hug. I’m very touched by the work Matt does 

and how the church supports Camp Wendake. I know it means a lot to that 

community.

 

What highlight have you experienced at Holy Trinity?

Every week is a highlight!!!
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Faithful Feature Property Update
We cleaned out the 

basement closets, added 

new lighting, closed in a vent 

to the outside, insulated, dry 

walled and painted leaving 

us with a great new space to 

store items. A special rack 

was built to store the 

Christmas Eve candles. We 

also painted the kitchen 

which involved moving the 

appliances and cupboards 

out and then back.

Many thanks to our 

dedicated team, and those 

who donated treats.


